Amerg the myriac misstess. ‘olies. and curight
outrages brought upon 0ur nalion and the wed by e
Bush Agministiation, the vo<es of Sppostion nave
ernerged 1 a ngle of eMXI0N 330 purpcee whie e
common theead of protest often falls vickm 1o the lorees
of ¢haos and suppression. America on the Brink: A
Potteai Exgesss Under the Aegs of the US.
Depwrtment of At & Technology brought together cver
“orty weorks. by twenly.fre SIS lrorm eleecn SI2105 i 3
“orum that both lamentec American poiiics of recent
years and celebrated the democratic st of dissent
IAthens. Insiituie for Contemporary Art (ATHICA)
September 9-November 5. 2006).

Appropriately, the show apened just o days be
the fitn acnwversary of W1 1. The crowded crent tumed
sclemn 35 the attendoes gathered oulside Ihe pallery
10 ing the natonal an:hern as tne Amencan Fag was tat
ablaze n & patritic celebration of free speech Tne
crowd fhen meved back nsde for a graveside Eutogy
for the Nation, delered by Randall Packe, Secretary-
ab-Lage of the US Department of Art and Techaoogy
(US DAT. 2 wirtual gavernment agency and mulimeda
artrstpoiical calloboratve based 1n Washinglon, DC

Taxing cues from Dante and Rimboud, US DAT's
ambiticus multimedia nsiallaton Amenca’s Grave
2005, featured six manitors embeddes in a nalf-ton of
fresh il ang cromned by a headsions reacing *Uited
States of Amerca July 4, 1776-January 20, 2005"—the
taite cate teferencing George W Bushs second mdugu
ration. A wall of verses detais The Cosmology of Hotand
prowdes & backdrop for the grave, oullinng six cate
g0nes of sins with media quotes as the videos realzy
cable news clips chronicing the sivers—The Violent
Agaiest Thei Neghbors: The Traffickers of Holness;
Tre Faisders of Commod fcaton: The Profteers of the
People: The Trators Agams: Their Own, and The Sowers
of Discord

Tiwe US DAT's Suuatiovial Tour of 1he USA Bibie el
2006, leatures a map where the geograph cai bound-

ani3 o tne Bibe Bell are cutined ke a bleedirg wound
on the matice. The mulrneds insizlabon ého ncludes
~idec: 1epTs from trawels, Thecughut the Bibia Belt in
winch US DAT co'laboeaons document evidence of reli
f10us extrem sm and s conlribution o poltical dwisive-
ness Printouts from tne US DAT's ongoing and
exhausiive blog nghight cultural langmarks such as &
cross-aieicing Satue of Lberty in Tennessee and the
SEINE ronze prayng hands of Oral Rodets sdorning
e campus of s namesake unnersity in Oxiahoma.
Many wirks offer difect commentary on Ino War on
Terror using famil ar images ang symbals: Bill Fisher's
Bush morphing-mo-bin Lidin Bussama Senes, 2006
Star Weodarc's Bush-and-bombs vided Sowregn
Authondy. 2003: Tim Kimowr's fissn-anmated war
Casualy map kag Wer Castiions Faaltes Proect, 2003
crfeing: George Kennedy's meting solier mads of over
a thausand 1oy saldiers, Armymdnscidicrboy, 2005;
Simone Palerson's Oh Apu, 2005. In Screaming Wheel,
2006, Margi Weir uses the loonc sdnousties of $0ers,
bembs, hands, and No Exil Monkeys to conligure 2
nypook: Mandals that, centered aound 2n audibly
screaming baby fae. % lruly memorabic. Biding
Whisenhunt also wikzes. lamiliar images of war, gng
them gn ironx edge that leads ues to question IS true
motwes. In the digit % Wearable bife Supoort
Systom, 2006, a figure's face $ obscured by 3 a5 mask
whose fer has been replaced by a can of Mctd ol /
See No Atrocities, 2006 features 2 twist on the famiae
noocec an¢ noosed ligure as the Amercan Flag
€paces INe 1130003l Nocd—3 Cleve COnmIngling of
s puaticns of patriotsm, loture, ustce, a0g denal
Despite 28 the coom and glocm, the shaw is ot w
ut elemen's of humor. Laughler seems 10 orewad
oy 38 Ihe surest way Lo keep from crying, Cocila Kane's
inslallation Hand io Hang, 2005, cocuments a year of
harnifying heaclines aboul the Iraq 'War win comical
elown ystrations colgrlully painted on while gloves.
Isabel Natale craws on the tsch of cansumer culture

L7

in her Proz Dispenser, 2003, ana Aowng Reporter R
2005, a7 Fip BranTs hangig Barcel of Monkeys tng:
of stufled conboy George W. Bush dolis, Bust 1o
Partor, 2004-2005, ey wsAors 10 stick them wi
curses or biessings In Clark Whitlinglon's sislalial
King Spoit Board Game: Spectal PNAC edition, 200
wstlors can sit dwn with 3 beer 309 g of pork s T
play a reformarted verson of a 1970 board pame i -
g (he 02 NAUSIY—Ne NEw VSN ICORAates
characte! of Dick Cheney and a meze of Largets an-
tanks.

Strategeally dispersed theoughout the gallery
W tingon's instaliation Mandaie Camaras, 2005 2006
comprses seemingly real Survedlance cameras i
follow vestors as they pass by —reminding us cf the Ei;
s emeiged in o raton, One ¢

the restroom, wh
Mamme "4 Pastotom Arsis, 2005.2006. 3 series
of business-quaitty flow charts, 15 also displayed. Thess
¢harts chicnicle assortos Bush-adminisratian falliss
including “The Go @857 Yoursaf Flow Chart,” “The
Fiig-Fiop Timeling Definec: by Pod Culture, Necessdy,
and o Pubiic Percedtion.” and “Repacraged Trickie
Dawn,

The esabit inCIudies two 1GGNNR sCulptures thal 3um
up our democracy's msecure stale and the go0al stakes
of the rresponsible actions. of 1nose in pawer. ason
Bronn's Filth Column. 2005, 15 3 leetering loner o
emergency Cones pofched 31op a copy of The Patrer
Act, Conveyng bath urgenty and precaniousness, the
piece is a subile cal for the masses ko siep up Dielrc

stuffing, Beth eere and plagtul, 12 PECe CO%8 10 mind 2
form o of & Dr. Sevssian ladscape whie senag a5 ar
eminous reminder of the dire consequences of faikc
ciiomacy i the auciear age

Molissa Link



